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Background: There are few published papers describing the epide-
miology of facial fractures in South Africa, and there is only one
published study in pediatric patients. An understanding of the etiol-
ogies and distribution of facial fractures in specific population will
allow for appropriate preventions and clinical managements. The aim
of the present study was to retrospectively determine the distribution of
facial fractures in children who presented to a pediatric trauma unit.
Methods: This study retrospectively reviewed all medical records in
a major metropolitan pediatric hospital in Cape Town, South Africa
from September 2006 through May 2014. Inclusion criteria were
children aged under the age of 13 with facial fractures. Fractures were
assessed through head computed tomography (CT) scans. Patient’s
age, sex, cause of injury, general condition, existence of concomitant
injuries, location of fractures, type of interventions and length of stay
were recorded and analyzed. This study was approved by the Insti-
tutional Review Board of University of California, Los Angeles and
the Hospital Research Review Committee of Red Cross War Me-
morial Children’s Hospital.

Findings: Fifty-three male and 37 female patients were included in
the study. Motor vehicle collisions (MVC) were the most common
cause of facial fractures (56.3%). One-hundred-thirty facial fractures
were presented on CT scans. The most common fractures in this
study were mandible (43.1%). Comparing unrestrained MVC
(UMVCQ) patients with those of other etiologies (OE), there was an
increase in the average number of fractures (OE: 1.1, UMVC:1.9; P
< 0.0001), the average length of stay (OE: 4 days, UMVC: 9 days;
P=0.002), and the probabilities of sustaining concomitant injuries
(OE: 31.0%, UMVC: 68.8%) and requiring an operation (OE:
42.3%, UMVC: 81.3%).

Interpretation: The demographic profile of the cohort was
consistent with other reports that more male than female children
sustain facial fractures and that the mandible is the most common
site in children. This study also establishes motor vehicle acci-
dents as the most common etiology of facial fractures in South
Africa. Lastly, it demonstrates an increase in the complexity of
facial injuries in unrestrained MVAs, suggesting the need for
public awareness campaigns to install restraint devices in auto-
mobiles in South Africa.

Funding: UCLA ShortTerm Training Program and UCLA Center
for World Health.
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Evaluating intimate partner violence and response
system in leon, Nicaragua: Perspectives from survivors
and stakeholders

J. Zelaya; UCLA, Alhambra, CA/US

Background: Five out of 10 married women in Nicaragua have
experienced physical or sexual abuse at some point during their
marriage (Ellsberg et al., 1999). Surveys collected by 360 women in
the department of Leon indicate that 52% of these women have
experienced physical violence by a current or former spouse (Ellsberg
et al. 2001). Despite passing Law 779 addressing violence against
women in June 2012, access to services for women experiencing
violence is limited. To continue addressing intimate partner violence
(IPV) in the department of Ledn, researchers recruited residents
throughout Ledn to participate in a study assessing community needs
in relation to IPV.

Methods: A qualitative study consisting of 9 focus groups was held: 3
stakeholder groups, 3 groups of women living in urban areas, and 3
groups of women living in rural areas. Each focus group contained 4-7
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participants, totalling 50 participants. There were 15 stakeholders, 20
rural women, and 15 urban participants. Focus groups were moderated
by 2 researchers using semi-structured guides and lasted 60-100 mi-
nutes each. Various stakeholder participants were identified by the
research team while other participants were recruited through snowball
sampling, where researchers asked stakeholders to identify other po-
tential participants for stakeholder and women groups. Stakeholders
could be male or female; had to be 18-years of age or older; and must be
working directly with IPV-related issues. While stakeholder focus
groups were conducted in the city of Ledn, the participants represented
both urban and rural communities. The remaining 6 focus groups were
conducted with adult women participants who are residents of Leon,
and who experienced [PV personally or who knew someone who had
experienced IPV. Female-only groups were a priority as the majority of
victims of [PV are women, and because it is recognized that gender
inequality is a risk factor of IPV (WHO, 2005; Ellsberg, 2006). Urban
groups were facilitated within secure areas in the city of Leon, while rural
groups took place in enclosed common spaces in the individual com-
munities. Focus groups were transcribed and coded for major themes
using ATLAS Ti software.

Findings: Qualitative analyses revealed two overarching themes: ac-
cess to appropriate services and adequate human resources to address
intimate partner violence. The study was approved by the ethics board
committee at UNAN and UCLA; all participants gave verbal consent
to participate.

Interpretation: Limitations of the study were that participants self-
selected to participate in the study. Overall, stakeholders, working in
both private and public sectors, cited lack of properly trained human
resources to respond to IPV. Family and peer support were important
for women seeking help. Urban and rural focus groups desired more
mental health and safe community areas as ways of helping women
experiencing [PV.

Funding: Minimal funding was gathered through an online
campaign.
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Determinants of neonatal mortality in Suriname:
preliminary findings from a perinatal and infant
mortality survey
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Background: Neonatal deaths are considered a good indicator of
newborn health and care. Neonatal mortality in Suriname is
considered to be high in comparison to more developed countries
and other countries in the region. Prematuritas, perinatal asphyxia,
sepsis/infection and congenital malformations are considered major
determinants of neonatal mortality. Insight in these determinants can
lead to the development and implementation of preventive strategies
in order to reduce mortality.

Methods: All newborns in the multi-ethnic society of Suriname
between September 2010 and December 2012 were included in the
Perinatal and Infant Mortality Survey in Suriname (POPZiS). Pre-
liminary data were analyzed (5371 live births). Crude associations
between potential determinants and neonatal mortality were tested
using the Y 2-test. Logistic regression models were computed to assess
independent determinants of neonatal deaths and were expressed as
odds ratios (OR) with 95% confidence intervals [95% CIJ.
Findings: Sixty-nine infants died during the neonatal period
(neonatal mortality rate 12.9%,). These infants were more often boys
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